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Contact: 

Shannon Carder, Campaign Manager, shannon@sdethics.org, (605) 212-9547 

 

Bi-Partisan Coalition Proposes Anti-Corruption Law in South Dakota 

 

(July 15, 2015) – A right-left coalition called South Dakotans for Ethics Reform is proposing a new anti-

corruption initiative to be placed on the November 2016 ballot. The effort is co-chaired by former State 

Senator Don Frankenfeld (R-Rapid City) and former U.S. Senate candidate Rick Weiland (D-Sioux Falls). 

 

The South Dakota Government Accountability and Anti-Corruption Act is a proposal to prevent political 

bribery, increase transparency and voter participation, and ensure enforcement of South Dakota’s ethics 

laws. According to a May poll, 83% of South Dakotans feel politics in the state is either somewhat, fairly 

or very corrupt, and 91% of respondents, regardless of political affiliation, are supportive of stronger 

anti-corruption measures. A recent State Integrity Investigation gave South Dakota an F grade on risk for 

corruption, ranking it 49th out of the 50 states.  

 

"This is South Dakota's Declaration of Independence from the corrupting influence of big money in 

politics," said Rapid City's Don Frankenfeld, the Republican co-chair of South Dakotans for Ethics Reform 

and former state senator. “This law would turn South Dakota into a national leader on ethics reform." 

 

The Act would ramp up enforcement of the state’s ethics laws, impose heavier penalties on the people 

who break them, and create an independent South Dakota Ethics Commission with the power to 

investigate government officials and lobbyists for potential ethics law violations. It would also close 

loopholes that allow legislators to use campaign contributions they receive while running for public 

office to pay for personal expenses or to coordinate secretly with PACs.  

 

Currently, South Dakota politicians are required to wait one year after leaving office to become private 

lobbyists. The Government Accountability and Anti-Corruption Act would extend this holding period to 

two years, bringing South Dakota in line with other states that have similar revolving door provisions. 

 

“The Government Accountability and Anti-Corruption Act would ensure disclosure of who’s spending 

money on politics and elections and how it’s influencing our representatives,” said Dave Volk, a 
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Republican and former South Dakota State Treasurer based in Sioux Falls who supports the Act. 

“Democracy works better when voters are well-informed.” 

 

Under the proposal, politics and elections spending would be made fully transparent and disclosed to 

the public. Bringing South Dakota in line with many other states, the proposal would strengthen 

campaign contribution limits while allowing individuals to continue supporting the candidates they 

choose.  

 

“Everyday South Dakotans deserve a voice in our political system,” said Rick Weiland, the Democratic 

co-chair of South Dakotans for Ethics Reform and former candidate for U.S. Senate. “We need new 

candidates who can run competitive campaigns with funds from South Dakota voters, not big money 

special interests.” 

 

Under the initiative, South Dakota voters would be offered two democracy credits worth $50 each to 

donate to candidates who prove local support and agree to accept only small contributions from South 

Dakotans.  

 

More information on the South Dakota Government Accountability and Anti-Corruption Act, including a 

summary of its provisions, can be found at http://www.sdethics.org.  
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